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CURRICULUM VITAE

The author of this thesis was born at the 21st of March 1983 in Woerden, The Netherlands. 
During her gymnasium education at the Christelijk Lyceum Veenendaal, she became fascinated 
by genetics and disease pathogenesis, especially the development of cancer. After graduation 
in 2001, she pursued a career in molecular biology and studied biology and medical laboratory 
research at the Hogeschool van Utrecht. During this bachelor program, she did a 12-months 
internship at the department of Experimental Therapy of the Netherlands Cancer Institute, in 
the group of Prof. Dr. L.J. van ‘t Veer. She graduated half a year early and spent these months as a 
researcher at the same department. In August 2005, she started the master program in Oncology 
at the VU University Medical Center in Amsterdam. She did her internship at the department of 
Pathology of the VU University Medical Center, in the group of Prof. Dr. G.A. Meijer. In addition, 
she spent six months in London (UK) at the department of Gene Function of the Breakthrough 
Breast Cancer Research Centre at The Institute of Cancer Research, in the group of Prof. Dr. A. 
Ashworth. Upon graduation she received the Top master Oncology degree.
In October 2007, she started her PhD training at the department of Otolaryngology-Head and 
Neck Surgery of the VU University Medical Center under supervision of Prof. Dr. R.H. Braken-
hoff. During this project she focused on the identi ication of novel drug targets for the personal-
ized treatment of head and neck cancer. The results of this PhD research project are presented 
in this thesis. These data were also used to start a new research project in 2012, which par-
ticularly focused on the development of novel cancer treatments for Fanconi anemia patients 
suffering from head and neck cancer. In 2013, the data from the microRNA studies presented in 
this thesis were the basis for an FP7 EU research application that was granted, which focuses on 
the therapeutic application of microRNAs in the treatment of head and neck cancer. The author 
of this thesis is involved in both projects as a postdoctoral researcher.
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